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Svestranost je faktor 
koji najbolje opisuje 

stipendiste 
Fondacije Hastor:

 Postignuća The story about Anđela Gajić, the 
Hastor Foundation's scholarship 

holder, whose first acquired 
language was sign language

NEWS

International Week of the Deaf is celebrated 
during the last week of September, and 

September 23 is marked as the International 
Day of Sign Languages (World Federation of 
the Deaf).
We bring you the story about our young 
Anđela Gajić from Šekovići, an exemplary 
pupil of the Primary School “Jovan Dučić”, 
whose first acquired language was sign 
language, because she was born in a family 
where both her parents and her two brothers 
are deaf. She started learning sign language 
when she was 4, so she could communicate 
with those dearest to her. Despite all the 
challenges she inherited by birth, Anđela is 
a joyful girl who believes in her dreams with 
all her heart, and in her spare time she likes 
to write poetry and draw. When she grows 
up, she wants to become a sign language 
interpreter, and she also plans to enroll into 
a secondary medical school and become a 
heroine in white in the future. 

The Hastor Fondation

Lots of excellent and very good students
Waiting for luck to knock on their doors

Those children need help
So that no one has control over them.

The good people of the Hastor Foundation
Will lend a hand to everyone

The Hastor Foundation gave children wings
To make them happy.

We should thank them
For securing the future of students

You have given us so much love
And that is why we will repay you.

                                                       Anđela Gajić   

Anđela says that her life is perfectly normal, 
only with more obligations, and that she 
has managed to accomplish many goals 
thanks to her family. We hope that Anđela’s 
dreams will become a reality, and we want 
just a single thing from all of you reading this 
story – educate yourself about those who are 
different from you and listen to the needs of 
the people around you, because we are each 
other’s support and hope, help and comfort. 
What is also very important to know is that the 
term “deaf-mute” has been used incorrectly 
for years, mostly due to lack of understanding. 
Deafness does not imply muteness and, 
besides, a majority of deaf persons is not mute 
and can speak. As such, this term is labeled as 
incorrect and offensive to all the persons who 
are part of the deaf community.

Selma Imamović
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“Nature calls you”, 
a project by our 

scholarship holder 
Medina Tahić

 
Medina Tahic

The Hastor Foundation always pays tribute 
to the active scholarship holders who come 
up with innovative ideas. We are proud to 
present Medina Tahić from Bužim, who has 
been a part of our family for four years. She 
graduated from the Bužim Primary School 
and the Secondary Grammar School “Hasan 
Musić” with excellent results. Through 
primary and secondary school, she played 
sports and participated in various sports 
activities at school, and for almost 8 years she 
played volleyball at ŽOK “Bužim”, where she 
achieved notable results. In 2013 and 2016, she 
was chosen as the most prominent athlete 
of the municipality of Bužim in her category 
(the most successful cadet and senior). For 
a while, she worked as an assistant coach, 
and she also passed the exam for a volleyball 
referee. She is currently on her fourth year at 
the Department of Physical Therapy Studies 
at the Faculty of Health Studies. 

She says that she is still athletically ac-
tive, running as a member of “Trčan-
je i to” group whenever she has the 
time, and she prides herself on com-
pleting two half marathons. She ran 
the first one in Sarajevo and the sec-
ond in Split, and she also ran several 
races of 5 and 10 kilometers. Sports 
have been a big part of Medina's life, 
and as she says, that's a part of her 
that she can't do without. She tries to 
be as active as possible and constant-
ly test her limitations.

“Sport, and especially volleyball – 
my first love – showed me that only 
persistent effort and work can bring 
results, showed me the importance 
of team spirit, how to behave in a 

team and how to get up after a fall. 
Running has taught me that con-
tinuity is very important and if I do 

not dedicate myself to the goal I am 
going towards, that goal will not be 
wholesome, or I won't even manage 

to achieve it.”

She says she has decided to start 
things up and not just be an observer 
or a critic, but see what she can actu-
ally do for her local community. That 
is how she found out about the com-
petition organized and published by 
Lonac.pro – a competition for youth 
projects and their ideas. She con-
tacted several friends and suggested 
that they do something about sports 
in Bužim. That is how they came up 
with the idea for “Nature calls you”, a 
project which aimed to promote out-
door sports, primarily cycling, volley-
ball and camping. They did a couple 
of rides with the members of ŽOK 
“Bužim” in their local community, 
where the children are not familiar 
enough with the work of cycling and 
volleyball clubs, and they did volley-
ball training and played an amateur 
game. As a finale, they organized a 
trip for the participants to the Svet-
inja picnic area, where they also rode 
bicycles, and then carried out various

activities, which included a competition in assembling a 
camping tent. She states that it was a special experience, 
because none of them has had the opportunity to do it so 
far. 

“Taking the children to nature and them telling you how 
much fun they had and asking when they can come 

again is really an incredible success, and after that you 
forget all the difficulties you had organizing the whole 

thing, because you succeeded in your plan.”

Medina says that her plans for the future are focused on 
graduation, enrolment in master's studies, and training in 
the field of sports medicine or children's rehabilitation, be-
cause in addition to sports, she enjoys the company of chil-
dren and loves to help them.

“For me, the Hastor Foundation represents a second fam-
ily, support and motivation. As much as I try to be suc-

cessful, to make my parents proud of me, I try just as hard 
to brighten the face of the Foundation. The Foundation 
is not just material support, it is much more than that. 

Through mentoring, and now as a member of the admin-
istration, I learned about responsibility, organization and 

setting priorities.”

The Hastor Foundation praises Medina's initiative and read-
iness to turn her ideas into concrete plans and, ultimately, 
a successful project. We hope that such and similar stories 
will encourage our scholarship holders to believe in them-
selves and realize their ideas. We wish Medina good luck in 
her studies and in all the extracurricular activities that are an 
integral part of her story.

Nejla Komar



Azra Zahirovic
NEWS

and her participation in the 
Independent Media Empowerment 

Program (IMEP)

the democratic principles that encourage citi-
zens to be actively involved in various social is-
sues through modern technologies and avail-
able media tools.
Following the positive trends, IMEP has created 
a web platform, as well as a mobile application 
Imep.ba, which allows you to be part of creat-
ing your own news and information, freely ex-
press and share your values   about the various 
events you witness, all in order to provide active 
contribution to encouraging dialogue, social ac-
tivism, but also critical thinking while returning 
the focus to life and everyday problems. Civic 
journalists can be freelancers, bloggers, vlog-
gers, photographers or citizens who simply like 
to write-paint-record, i.e. independently create 
media content with a critical review of socio-po-
litical events in their environment, but also ex-
press a personal opinion about any topic rele-
vant for them, and share it with the public.
In addition to the space where you can send and 
publish your news, IMEP also offers the oppor-
tunity for grants that can help citizen journalists 
realize their ideas.

“Working as a volunteer on this project, I 
realized how important civic journalism is in 

an era of fake news, hate speech and unclear 
media ownership. Working on the campaign 

I had the opportunity to meet creative 
people full of positive energy. The IMEP team 

will answer any questions or concerns and 
provide full support to anyone interested in 

this form of activism.
In addition, the knowledge base that you 

can find on the website offers a lot of useful 
content that will surely motivate Hastor 

Foundation's scholarship holders, especially 
those studying journalism or related fields. 

I think that this project is a very good 
opportunity for young people who want 
to work on themselves, and at the same 

time contribute to impartial and objective 
reporting.All that matters is that you have an 
idea and something you want to write about! 
Therefore, if the media do not report on topics 

that are important to you or you do not like 
how they do it - be a civic journalist and 

create your own media content."

Amina Vatreš

Azra Zahirović is a long-term volunteer and 
scholarship holder of the Hastor Foundation. 
She says that in her 23 years of life she was ac-
tive half of that time, so the title of volunteer be-
came an integral part of her name and life path. 
She crowned her achievements in formal edu-
cation by becoming the winner of the highest 
recognition of the University of Sarajevo - the 
Golden Badge. In 2019, Azra acquired the title of 
a Bachelor of Political Science, completing the 
first cycle of studies at the Faculty of Political 
Sciences, majoring in International Relations 
and Diplomacy. She decided to continue her 
education at the School of Economics and Busi-
ness in Sarajevo, following her aspirations in the 
field of economic diplomacy, while not neglect-
ing her social engagement. Azra describes the 
importance of volunteering and proactive ac-
tion in the life of every human being by using 
the well-known sentence of Martin Luther King:

“Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matter.”

In addition to numerous other projects of which 
she was part during her entire schooling, Azra 
also took part as a volunteer in the Media Em-
powerment Program (IMEP), the details of 
which we bring to you below.
The Independent Media Empowerment Pro-
gram (IMEP) is a five-year USAID program imple-
mented in BiH by the Center for the Promotion 
of Civil Society (CPCD) and the Open Network, 
which, in addition to supporting the establish-
ment and functioning of independent media, 
also promotes civic journalism. The phrase "civic 
journalism" refers to a concept that implies the 
possibility of placing information and news by 
citizens who are not professional journalists, in 
other words, by people who are not profession-
ally trained in the process of production and 
dissemination of news. Civic journalism presup-
poses the active participation of citizens in the 
process of collecting, producing and distribut-
ing news and socially relevant information in or-
der to improve the general state of society, but 
also to point out to certain issues and problems. 
In this regard, this concept is considered one of

The public call for grants 
for civic journalists re-

mains continuously 
open, and all neces-

sary information can be 
found on the website 

https://imep.ba/ in the 
section Grants, subsec-

tion Open Calls.
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There is almost 

130 million books 

in the world 

(to be precise: 

129.864.880).
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television.

Th
e 

or
ig

in
al 

tit
le

 o
f “

Prid
e 

and P
re

ju
dic

e”
 

w
as “

Fi
rs

t 

Im
pre

ss
io

ns”
.

 “Robinson Crusoe” 
is the first-ever English 

novel.

Franz Kafka asked his friend to burn all his works. “The Trial”, “The Castle”, and “Amerika” were printed against his will.
“Alice in 

Wonderland” 

was at th
e tim

e 

forbidden in 

China, because it 

includes talking 

animals!

While reading, we often wander into other, imag-
inary worlds, thanks to the stories set far away in 
history or in the imaginary future. A person, by 
listening and reading, takes in the literary work 
which, first and foremost, distances them from 
their immediate environment in which they live, 
and from their concrete reality. Still, behind all 
those interesting stories and within the literary 
titles themselves are often hidden special stories 
linked to the author’s life, family, and interesting 
situations which occurred prior to, while writing 
the literary work, or after its publication. We pres-
ent you some less known facts about some works 
and authors!

Maida Husnić

HF CLASSROOM

Interesting facts about

 literary works and authors

Shakespeare is the 
creator of many words in 
the vocabulary of English. 
Some of those are: gossip, 

advertising, champion, 
addiction, etc.

“Gulliver’s Travels” 
contain descriptions of 
the satellites of Mars, 

almost a century before 
astronomers confirmed 

their existence.

The first hand-written 

Bible (after the invention 

of the printing press) cost 

eight million dollars, and 

it was made during the 

course of 12 years.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

never allowed his book 

“One Hundred Years of 

Solitude” to be made into 

a movie.

“The 
Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer” 

is the first 
book written 
on the typing 

machine.

The novel 
“Gone with 

the Wind” was 
rejected by 

38 publishers 
prior to its 

publication.
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SCHOLARSHIP 
HOLDER OF THE MONTH

The magic of life is seen in every 
person leaving behind a mark 

of their existence and work. 
Sometimes, that is just a small 

trace, and sometimes it is a much 
bigger one, which depends on the 
person’s effort and commitment, 
on the depth of the groove they 

plowed and the seed they sowed. 
And what is the gift of reasoning, 
if not a trough in which and from 
which the beauty of speech pours, 

the beauty that a human being 
shares with others. If this was not 
the case, the human being would 

be lonely and bleak in its existence. 
Once again, we present to you the 

beautiful moments which spark 
the life of our scholarship holder 

who definitely left her mark in our 
Hastor family.

Zehra Jonuz – 
Silajdžic

Zehra Jonuz-Silajdžić was born in Oc-
tober 1998, and she became part of the 
Hastor Foundation 3 years ago, and, as 
she says, many things would not be the 
same if her life path did not lead her to 
our address. Zehra is currently a grad-
uate at the School of Economics and 
Business, University of Sarajevo, at the 
Management Department, Studies of 
Business Analytics. Several months ago, 
she added another surname to her own, 
and we are happy that our scholarship 
holders can and manage to harmonize 
family obligations with those at their 
faculties and outside them.

In July of this year, she participated at 
the Western Balkan Youth Conference, 
organized by Balkan Studies Center, IUS. 
The research topic that Zehra and her 
team wrote their paper on was “Deter-
minants of life expectancy in EU coun-
tries”, thereby standing side by side with 
doctors of science and PhD students.

Besides her student and volunteer tasks, 
her other love, pride and commitment is 
the “Jonze” brand:

“Namely, almost two years ago I 
founded and initiated the Jonze story 
which is nowadays actively followed 

and supported by nearly 2.000 people 
on social media. The name Jonze is 

the acronym of my surname (JONuz) 
and name (ZEhra). Our little (spread-

ing) team, my mother, father, husband 
and I, brings a part of Bosnia into your 

homes and we do it in a particularly 
interesting way. Upon completing the 

graphic design course, I started de-
signing Bosnian carpets and transfer 
them to various objects, so today we 
have more than 15 carpets which we 
transfer to about twenty different ob-
jects in our selection. There are post-

ers, trays, sinija, coasters, planners, key 
chains, etc. You can find it all on our 

Facebook or Instagram account @jon.
ze. In addition to traditional Bosnian 
motifs, I also design logos for compa-
nies and creative people and I really 

enjoy doing that. 
“I find motivation and inspiration for 
everything I do in the fact that every 

effort, no matter of what type, always 
pays off. And this is not just another 

expression. I don’t only think along the 
lines of “What will I get from it?”, or as 
my professor likes to call it the what’s-

in-it-for-me principle.

Bosnian 
carpets are 

the main 
motif and 

theme 
of every 

Jonze story.

“

And ever since I started thinking about the 
well-being of all people, and not just my own, 
the opportunities present themselves and the 

successes just keep on coming.”

And yes, the future belongs to those who believe 
in the beauty of their dreams. Till some new lines, 
stay healthy and always cheerful and smiling like 
our Zehra.

Selma Imamović

 What I think more often 
is: what do the people 

around me get from my 
actions? 

Will those actions help 
someone or hurt them? 
Make things easier for 

them? 



FUN FACTS

Wealth is in the 
language

Language is a part of our everyday life and over-
all identity. We all do not speak the same lan-
guage, but still some say that it would be better 
if there was one universal language which would 
be used to communicate. But is that really the 
best solution? This would result in the loss of too 
many beautiful cultures and peoples who associ-
ate everything important in their lives with their 
language. Also, it would imply one opportunity 
less to work on ourselves. By learning a foreign 
language, we perfect ourselves and show that we 
care about different attitudes, cultures, and tra-
ditions. The more languages   we know, the closer 
we are to the rest of the world. 
The importance of knowledge of foreign lan-
guages   has never been questioned, and in the 
period of globalization and internationalization 
of business, knowledge of a foreign language is 
not a choice but a necessity. Foreign languages   
also play a major role in the development of ed-
ucation. Learning foreign languages   increases 
creativity and various skills, such as critical think-
ing or analysis. Our cognitive abilities become 
much better when we speak another language 
in addition to our mother tongue. Studies have 
shown that this directly affects the improvement 
of remembrance and memory and increases the 
range of attention. People who speak multiple 
languages   solve logical problems much better, 
but they are also much more creative than those 
who know only one language, freer and have 
more self-confidence. This is one of the reasons 
why it is important to teach children foreign lan-
guages   from an early age.

Did you know?
 It is estimated that 

there are about 6,500 
languages   in the world 
today. It is known that 

573 languages   are 
"extinct", that is, they 

are no longer spoken or 
learned (most of them 
were dialects whose 
words and alphabets 
were not written and 

thus lost).

English is the most widely spoken and 
widespread language in the world if both 
native and foreign speakers (non-native 

speakers) are counted. If only native speakers 
were counted, then Mandarin Chinese is 
in the first place. It is interesting that this 

language is considered the "most difficult".

Another benefit is that you feel closer to a cul-
ture, not only through communication but also 
through art: you will understand their music, lit-
erary works etc. in a different way. It will open 
you up to a new dimension of enjoying the 
same. We will see other people's culture differ-
ently and we will understand them better. We 
will go away from our culture and be not so at-
tached to it, which will draw us even closer to it. 
Although it sounds paradoxical, it happens be-
cause we consciously see the beauty of our cul-
ture when we are exposed to another, instead 
of just accepting it because it is ours. A Latin 
proverb says, "The more languages   you know, 
the more you are human."



Tamil is recognized 
as the oldest 

language in the 
world and is the 
oldest language 
in the Dravidian 

family. This language 
was present 

approximately 5,000 
years ago. Some 

Tamil words have 
come into wider use 

around the world 
(e.g. mango).

FUN FACTS

French is spoken 
in many African 

countries, 
which currently 

have some of 
the highest 
population 

growth rates, 
and that is why 

French is one 
of the fastest 
growing and 
expanding 

languages   in the 
world.

The fact is that knowing a foreign language 
can be a decisive factor in winning a job. It 
often happens that jobs that require knowl-
edge of another language are better paid and 
have better working conditions, but it also 
happens that sometimes this is given prior-
ity over work experience. It is important to 
note that in the 21st century, knowledge of 
the English language is implied, both at the 
academic or business level, and on a daily ba-
sis. Do not limit yourself to it, but develop and 
grow by investing time and effort in your ed-
ucation, because with the knowledge of each 
new language you become more competent 
and competitive.

Nejla Komar

Papua New Guinea has the most 
languages   - about 840 living languages. 

In second place is Indonesia with 710 
living languages, and in third place is 

Nigeria, which has 515 living languages.



Boards that 
mean life: 
theatrical 

art from the 
perspective 

of scholarship 
holders 

Milica Savic i Nikolina Gagic

DASKE KOJE 
ŽIVOT ZNAČE

Like many, due to the new situation, she 
rarely visits the theater, although she en-
joys it, especially now that she knows some 
tricks and ways to practice a certain action. 
Her favorite performances from the point 
of view of the observer are certainly plays 
played by friends.
The main obstacle she encountered was 
communication with the mentioned foreign 
director who did not know our language 
and, accordingly, could not adequately de-
scribe the emotion he wanted to see in the 
actors or explain how to get there.

"That's why we spent hours practicing 
every emotion, with music, with one 

word, creating our own little play or pic-
ture from a few movements and the like. 
At that moment I was trying to come up 

with the best solution, at first very unsuc-
cessfully. I stayed locked in the room in 

front of the mirror for hours and watched 
myself and filmed my role so that I could 
notice irregularities as an observer. Now 
that I look back, I see that all these exer-

cises have contributed over time to dosing 
every emotion and eliminating unneces-
sary ones, and to put it simply, I grew up 

with it all.”

Theater and acting can have little, big, or no signifi-
cance in the eye of the beholder. However, what is in 
the eye of an actor on stage? How does he or she see 
the world? Milica Savić and Nikolina Gagić are schol-
arship holders of the Hastor Foundation, who have 
a history of engaging in theatrical art, and this sec-
tion aims to show what the world of theater looks like 
from their perspective.
Milica, who is in Prijedor, is currently working on a 
new novel and sees herself in her hometown in the 
future. She says about herself that, without self-pity, 
she realized that the beginning of her progress was 
zero, from which she moves away by working on her-
self and improving. She is pushed by the recollection 
of the most difficult days in life that push her forward, 
as well as the time spent with family and friends. Al-
though she is not currently engaged in theatrical art, 
it marked an important period of her life.
The love for acting was born in childhood through 
watching various series, mostly Spanish soap operas 
popular at the time. She wanted to act, and theater 
boards have always intrigued her. Questions like what 
to do when the text is forgotten or how to keep the 
audience’s attention have always been mysterious. 
After her mom took her to a New Year’s Eve show, she 
felt some warmth.

As her city has a collaboration with an Ital-
ian organization, one of them was Paolo 
Vincentini - a director who wanted to gath-
er young people and perform a play.

"I did not stop to think whether to accept 
the offer, I immediately said 'YES' out loud. 

However, we did not immediately get to 
the theater, but rehearsed the first parts 

of the play in various schools and free 
spaces. Sometimes I didn't feel good, I 

thought I was wasting my time and as a 
child I didn't realize that maybe it's not 
easy to get free days in the theater and 
that we are children, amateurs and they 

don't even know if we will succeed. "

Milica performed her first play, "Romeo and 
Juliet", in Ljubija, a place known for its mine, 
which was opened on that day. She played 
the role of Julia's mother. After that, they went 
to Italy and only there did they encounter the-
atrical boards that left a strong impression on 
them.

“After the first show, the feeling was inde-
scribable. I walked with my back straight 
with a wide smile on my face. I was proud 

of myself because I had succeeded in some-
thing new. I was happy."

Stage fright, she points out, has always been 
present. However, Milica perceives her as posi-
tive because it keeps her on stage and prevents 
her from making mistakes. Over time, the 
stage fright, after getting to know the protocol 
and the steps that will take place, decreases, 
but it is certainly an integral part of life.

"I would advise young people to be aware 
of the fact that there is a stage fright even 
when we answer at school or wait for the 

professor to call us, and everything still 
turns out fine."

BOARDS THAT
MEANS LIFE



DASKE KOJE 
ŽIVOT ZNAČE

On the other hand, Nikolina is a graduated ac-
tress, who is enrolling into master's studies in 
philosophy in Sarajevo, where she lives. She grad-
uated in acting in Tuzla, and once she earns a 
master's degree in philosophy, her wish is to earn 
a master's degree in acting in England, and then 
a PhD in philosophy. What fulfill her are constant 
learning, research and travel, and every kind of 
activity that involves getting new information. 
She says that she is driven by various things, but 
that sometimes she must force herself to move 
when she gets caught up into a routine.
Za nju pozorište već odavno nije hobi, ali je For 
her, theater is no longer a hobby, but it used to 
be a long time ago, when she enrolled in the dra-
ma section at school at the age of 6, because, 
she admits, she was in love with a guy who went 
there. However, he soon left, but she stayed be-
cause she fell in love with the art and work she 
encountered there.
She had many first performances; it all depends 
on where they are played and what weight they 
carry.

Her "OH" moment was at the end of the first play 
in the theater, when a shiver went through her 
whole body and when she felt tears in her eyes 
with a thunderous applause that filled the space. 
She felt she had succeeded and then said to her-
self, 

"That's it, it wasn't hard, we'll move on, for sure."

Milica points out that the most important thing 
in everything we do in life is the love for it, the de-
sire to succeed and the understanding that hard 
days are normal and that there will be many, 
and that success requires a lot of sacrifice, effort, 
tears and fatigue. It is necessary to accept that 
this is a process that leads to success and that it 
is necessary to go through, and that the fear of 
failure should be put aside.

"Fear is always present, it is there to warn us 
that we should give our best, but not to sabo-

tage us. Theater is a wonderful and useful way 
to invest our free time in it. In every difficult 

moment, I told myself that I was doing all this 
so that one day I would be proud and happy.”

“ Theater is a 
wonderful and useful 
way to invest our free 

time in it. 

“The drama section, the charity play, the 
exam and professional play, they all bring 

with them different feelings. Each has excite-
ment, fear, passion, relief, and many more 
emotions, they are just dosed differently.”

She points out that the feeling after the play 
is something specific and inexplicable, but 
not necessarily positive, and that the feeling 
during the play is much more important than 
the one after.

"If fear is an obstacle for anyone, I can free-
ly say that if, despite it, I go out and do my 

job as much as I can, they certainly can too. 
The essence of anxiety is that you should not 
prevent, maybe just warn or prepare some-
one for work. In the end, it can happen that 
everyone makes mistakes, but no one in the 

audience knows the text by heart and no one 
evaluates how accurately you pronounced 

the text. You have to believe in yourself at all 
times, in general, and then reduce it to small 

moments on stage, which are rehearsed.”

Nikolina visits the theater as often as she can 
and watches the same plays in Tuzla several 
times. As a mentor, she took the students to 
the theater, and some of them then continued 
to go on their own, which makes her especially 
happy. She enjoys being part of the audience, 
but she can't always indulge in the story be-
cause of the critical aspect of watching the play 
because something else draws her attention 
(acting, speech, movement of actors), which 
is not surprising considering that Nikolina is a 
graduated actress.

“Lately, I have realized that whatever prob-
lems there are, they are solved by practice, 
even when the problem is external, or inter-
nal, or if there is a problem in someone else. 

It's all a matter of practice and belief.”

However, each person is different and some-
times it is necessary to find a like-minded per-
son, and sometimes a “tough love” approach is 
needed, all depending on the character, but it 
is necessary to indulge in things and live them.

"I don't think I had an 'OH' moment because 
from the beginning, as a child, I agreed that 
I love this, and I do it because I love it. When 
I was first rejected at the entrance exam for 
the academy, then I said that I would go to 

the entrance exam until I was accepted. And 
everything that bothered me at the acade-
my could not be strong enough to stop me 
from finishing it, because I knew I loved it 

and wanted to do it.”

Both Milica and Nikolina agree that theatrical 
art is not sufficiently represented, but that this 
has become significantly worse with the arriv-
al of the COVID-19 pandemic.

"It is no longer a matter of free time or mon-
ey that will be set aside for watching a play, 
but only the habit in society to spare some 
time for something useful or to learn some-

thing new. I can't say that I am sorry for 
adults, but because they do not create a use-
ful habit in their children,” said Milica Savić.

Nikolina says: "Before the pandemic, the-
atrical art was present little enough to be 
said to exist, and now the situation is even 
worse, and I hope that after this, things will 

improve."

This clearly shows that the lack of audience is 
one of the challenges that theaters in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina face and that it is necessary 
to motivate both young and old to participate 
in cultural events where, above all, they can see 
talented young people like Milica and Nikolina.

Una Karabeg

BOARDS THAT
MEANS LIFE
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Through this section, we will present the active 
young scholarship holders of the Hastor Founda-

tion, who, in addition to volunteering, do phenom-
enal things and thus represent the Foundation in 

the best light!

Ajla Buljubašić is a social pedagogue by profes-
sion, and she has been a scholarship holder of 
the Hastor Foundation since her fifth grade of 
primary school, i.e. for full 12 years. This young 
girl from Novi Travnik continued her formal ed-
ucation by enrolling into the master studies at 
the Faculty of Law, Department of Criminal Law, 
with the desire to improve her knowledge and 
learn something new, which will be useful for 
her future.
What makes Ajla stand out from other students 
is her love for social pedagogy, which she fell 
in love with at first sight, because it provides 
help to children with behavioral disorders, ad-
dicts, offenders, etc. According to her, though 
not everyone is yet familiar with this vocation, 
its significance in the society is great and it is 
therefore necessary to raise awareness on the 
importance of social pedagogy.
For all our readers, Ajla described what social 
pedagogy is:

“The fundamental principle of social 
pedagogy is negating universal 

solutions and accepting the possibility of 
multiple perspectives depending on the 

circumstances. The goal of the principle is 
not providing the solution right away, but 

enabling the person to find solution on 
their own by developing competencies and 
skills, and so to overcome difficulties they 
face. A social pedagogue can come across 

numerous difficulties of children and youth: 
ADHD, aggressive behavior, psychological 

difficulties, disrespect of authority, substance 
abuse, committing crimes and difficulties 

related to the school environments, etc.The 
need for a social pedagogue in our society 

is seen in the fact that a police officer, a 
manager and a seller all have the same goal, 

which is to be the best in their field. This is 
precisely why good psychological and mental 
health is necessary, and a social pedagogue 

should intervene in time in order to contribute 
to a successful life and work of an individual 

and the whole community!”

Ajla had her first volunteer experience within 
the Hastor Foundation, and afterwards she vol-
unteered while in faculty and by partaking in 
numerous internships. She perceives volunteer-
ing as a form of personal develop ment, where 
she helps herself by helping others.Her desire 
for volunteering and contributing to the local

Ajla Buljubašic

community was further strengthened by be-
ing part of the “Sumero” organization, where 
she faced something new which left a positive 
impression on her – non-institutionalized ap-
proach to people with intellectual difficulties 
and their active involvement in the local com-
munity in Zenica.

“Developing support within the community 
is of great importance to the individuals 
who can contribute to the society with 

some other abilities and who need to be 
supported. I think that this is the best 

organization, because it goes into the core 
of social pedagogy, where people are not 

left out from the society based on their 
difficulties and disorders, but their capacities 

are used for positive purposes and in that 
way their identity is returned to them. This 
exempts stigmatization and any form of 

excluding people from the active part of the 
society, which is positively reflected on the 
psychological development of a person.”

Due to all the aforementioned, Ajla is looking 
forward to her future volunteering within this 
organization.Ajla improved her experience by 
volunteering with the student information por-
tal STUDOMAT.ba, where she had the opportu-
nity to interview and meet numerous successful 
persons.
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Active Youth

That is the work that 
is also fun, because 

children always bring 
a smile to my face, 

but on the other hand 
this carries a great 

responsibility which 
pushes me forward 

and shows me that I 
can always be better 

at what I do!

“

“
Given that she has been a scholarship holder of 
the Hastor Foundation for 12 years already, she 
says that she is proud of being part of this family 
for so long.

“I perceive the Hastor Foundation as my life 
companion, the family which supported and 
helped me in my development. The Founda-

tion has followed me while I achieved numer-
ous successes and during my studies, and 

while volunteering I gained new experiences 
and broadened by perspectives. 

While volunteering, she had the opportunity 
to help people of elderly age, with whom help 
sometimes implies a simple conversation and 
what you get in return is numerous life lessons 
which are of special importance for her, as well 
as for all young people who learn and acquire 
new things.

Her message for the youth is:
“Fight for your place under the sky, no matter 
how difficult that sometimes is. It is important 
to overcome fear of failure by trying hard and 
enjoying the success you achieve in life. Have 
a goal, because that is how you have purpose, 
and never give up, even when you cannot see 
anything positive, because that could be pre-
cisely how things are coming into their place, 
and I think that everything in life happens for 

a reason!”

Una Karabeg

Her activist and volunteer story continues in 
the JU Family Home Zenica, where she had the 
opportunity to organize fun and educational 
workshops for children without parental care, 
together with her colleagues from the faculty. 

“During those days, I had the opportunity 
to meet children of different profiles, and to 

realize just how much expertise and care this 
work requires, because everything carries a 
double weight when you work with children 

from different centers and institutions.”

She is currently a member of the Association 
of Social Pedagogues BIH, whose members are 
active young people like her, who have the op-
portunity to implement projects and be a great 
example of how to improve the work of social 
pedagogues in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

“During my studies, I strived to improve as a 
person, acquiring social and communication 

skills, empathy, responsibility, teamwork, 
creativity, and various work approaches in 
terms of counseling or other areas of work 

(helping children, the area of health, working 
with the elderly, marginalized groups, helping 

persons with disabilities).”

Ajla is one of those students who seek the op-
portunity for personal development through nu-
merous student internships. She was an intern 
in different centers: Center for mental health in 
Zenica, JU center for elderly Zenica, Center for 
children and adults with special needs of ZDC, 
but also in Primary School “Musa Ćazim Ćatić” 
Zenica, where she made the Book of didactic 
practice and Book of pedagogical practice. Out-
side of Zenica, she was also an intern in Fojnica 
with the JU Institute for care of mentally disabled 
persons – DRIN and Institute Bakovići.

 “These internships provided me with the 
opportunity to meet the institutionalized 

approach to this work and the conditions in 
which it is performed. This was a special story 
for me, which fit into 4 years of studies, where 
I realized just how little these people need to 
smile and just how important expertise is in 

working with them.”

Practical approaches in these centres broad-
ened Ajla’s perspectives on social pedagogy 
and precisely one of her internships, the one 
with the Cantonal Court in Zenica, encour-
aged her to choose Criminal Law for her mas-
ter studies. She developed her interest in a 
case hearing, which speaks further about the 
importance of practical work in the educa-
tional process, but also when choosing a ca-
reer. 

“I think that this field needs further devel-
opment in order to facilitate the life of the 
most emotional children and elderly, and 

those certainly are the persons with behav-
ioral disorders!”

In terms of active involvement of the youth in 
the society, Ajla mentions the famous saying 
that the future is in the hands of the youth, 
which refers to its importance.

“Regardless of its type, every work brings 
many commodities and it is therefore nec-

essary for a person to progress and develop. 
Through these activities I have acquired 

numerous abilities, learned new things and 
gained new skills. This path has not always 

been easy, but it was definitely worth it!”

“This is the 
profession 

where a sin-
gle meeting 

is enough 
for you to be 
loved by an 

innocent be-
ing
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DASKE KOJE 
ŽIVOT ZNAČE

Prođoše nepune dvije godine od počet-
ka mog stipendiranja. Kratak period, ali 
dovoljan za stvaranje međusobne veze i 
uočavanje temeljnih ideja koje ovaj kolek-
tiv zastupa. To je vrijeme velike podvo-
jenosti: s aspekta trajanja, veoma kratak 
period; s aspekta iskustva, nevjerovatna 
sekvenca vlastitog života, dokaz da se 
pravim potezima i u pravim ambijentima 
može brzo učiti. Doživio sam raznolike 
pozitivne trenutke i upoznao se s različitim 
oblicima volontiranja, putem kojih sam se 
razvijao i obogaćivao. 
Značaj stipendije najprije se ogledao u fi-
nansijskom aspektu. Na taj način su uve-
liko olakšane svakodnevne aktivnosti i 
školovanje te je to doprinijelo rasterećen-
ju porodičnog budžeta. Ipak, svoditi do-
prinose na ove spomenute znači svoditi 
proteklo vrijeme samo na jedan aspekt; 
isključivo fokusiranje na novčani dopri-
nos znači zanemariti višedimenzionalnost 
ličnog razvoja koji sam doživio u Fondaciji.  
Rad s učenicima pomogao mi je u razvo-
ju pedagoških sposobnosti, a volontiranje 
u administraciji pružilo mi je i nadogradi-
lo znanja i sposobnosti kada su organi-
zacioni aspekti rada u pitanju. Dodatne 
aktivosti u kojima sam učestvovao  omo-
gućile su provjeravanje vlastitih kompe-
tencija i potencijala, podizanje samopou-
zdanja, stjecanje dodatnih poznanstava i 
različitih pozitivnih doživljaja. U konačni-
ci, pruženo mi je razvijanje međuljudskih 
odnosa, omogućeno kvalitetno druženje i 
razvijanje vlastite društvenosti. 

Adnan Hatibovic

Ipak, i ovaj period je naišao na svoj kraj. 
U trenutku čina formalnog rastanka, želio 
bih se iskreno zahvaliti Fondaciji Hastor i 
ljudima uključenim u njeno funkcioniran-
je na različitim doprinosima u sferama fi-
nansijske podrške, vlastitog samousavrša-
vanja i trenucima kvalitetnog druženja. 
Istinski bogat ambijent, onaj u kojem se 
zastupaju prave ideje i vrijednosti, omo-
gućava pojedincu podjednako bogat raz-
voj - u mom slučaju Fondacija je jedan 
od ambijenata koji je pomogao vlastitom 
samoprevazilaženju. Ipak, formalni kraj 
ne znači onaj istinski. Zahvalnost Fon-
daciji Hastor ne želim iskazivati isključivo 
putem pisane riječi. Temeljne ideje Fon-
dacije podrazumijevaju aktivizam i nakon 
prestanka stipendiranja. Zbog navedenih 
doprinosa, izražavam želju za  održavan-
jem međusobnih veza. Iako formalno 
odlazim, ostajem dostupan da pokažem, 
u skladu s vlastitim mogućnostima,  i u 
praktičnom smislu zahvalnost Fondaciji 
Hastor. Drugim riječima, ovo nije oproštaj 
niti kraj odnosa, već samo njegova trans-
formacija i aktivizam u nekom drugom 
obliku.

Lijep pozdrav uz najiskrenije zahvale.
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Adnan Hatibovic
LETTER OF THE 
MONTH

Almost two years have passed since I received 
my first scholarship. A short period, but it was 
enough to create a mutual bond and to no-
tice the fundamental ideas that this team rep-
resents. This time was the time of large duali-
ty: from the aspect of duration, it was a rather 
short period; from the aspect of experience, it is 
an incredible sequence of my life, a proof that 
one can learn fast by making the right moves 
in the right situations. I have had diverse posi-
tive moments and encountered different forms 
of volunteering, through which I developed and 
got enriched.
The significance of the scholarship is first and 
foremost seen in the financial aspect. The 
scholarship facilitated the daily activities and 
education, which contributed to a certain relief 
in terms of the family budget. Still, reducing the 
gains to the one just mentioned would mean 
reducing the past time to a single aspect; focus-
ing solely on the financial contribution would 
imply disregarding the multidimensionality of 
the personal growth I had in the Foundation. 
While working with pupils I developed my ped-
agogical skills, whereas volunteering with the 
Administration Team provided me with the op-
portunity to improve my knowledge and skills 
in terms of the organizational aspects of work. 

Additional activities that I partook in enabled 
me to test my own competences and poten-
tials, gain self-confidence, acquire additional 
acquaintances and different positive experi-
ences.
 Finally, I was also provided with the opportu-
nity to develop inter___ relations, spend quality 
time in meetings and develop my own socia-
bility.  
However, this period also came to its end. In 
the moment of the formal farewell, I would like 
to express my sincere gratitude to the Hastor 
Foundation and the people who contribute 
to it in various spheres, including financial 
support, self-improvement and quality time 
spent together. A truly rich ambience, the one 
in which real ideas and values are promoted, 
enables the individual an equally rich devel-
opment – in my case, the Foundation is one 
of the factors which helped me overcome my 
obstacles. The formal end, however, does not 
imply the real end. I do not want to express 
the gratitude to the Hastor Foundation solely 
using written word. The fundamental ideas of 
the Foundation imply activism even after the 
period of receiving the scholarship. Due to the 
said contributions, I express my will to main-
tain mutual connections. Though I am formally 
leaving, I remain present to show through my 
actions, and in accordance with my abilities, 
my gratitude to the Hastor Foundation. In oth-
er words, this is neither a goodbye nor the end 
of our relations, but only their transformation 
and activism in some other form.

Sincerely, and with honest gratitude
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Nedžma Latic
Does the moon need to dream too?

I move, and I stand still
At one moment I'm trembling, and at another I resist the 

wind.
Let the confusion beside me grow

And I will water it, lost.

I watch the moon that has to float in the sky
How it waits for the opportunity to hide behind the clouds

He doesn't mind that I can see him
He just wants to sleep in peace for a minute.

I always ran away from people
Not because they don’t understand my dreams

But because this silly human is afraid
Of what other people are creating in their heads.

It's me, the passenger
That doesn't walk slow, but strangely fast

To escape from this earthly sky
To which I never belonged

Tonight, the moon is not above you
And you immediately think it's no longer there

It's really breathing sleepily
Yawning hidden from the human eye!

I'll too run for the clouds one day
When I think I’ve found the dream sky
And with the sunrise I will come again

To my parents' house.

Almedina Smajlović
Ajša Đuherić
Semra Islamović
Merima Bećirović


