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At the end of the conversation, Dino left a message for the new generations of Hastor Foundation 
scholarship recipients: 

Dino is currently employed at ASA Šped, where he started working after completing the Hastor 
Foundation’s 2012 Internship Development Program, which also marked a turning point in his life 
as a young intern.

In the coming years, Dino sees himself 
in a position where he can directly help 
others acquire new skills more quickly 
and eff ectively and share part of his 
rich work experience that will aid them 
in their future endeavors. The Hastor 
Foundation represents a second 
family to him, and he reminisces with 
a smile about his fi rst volunteer hours 
and the initial acquaintances he made 
there. As he says, it is an invaluable 
experience and one of the most 
beautiful memories of his student 
days. 

You should always give your best regardless of the nature of the work. Do it with love 
because life-changing moments happen overnight, and your mark remains eternal. 
Have a dose of understanding, tolerance, and support for others because through eff ort, 
work, and dedication, the work and the entire Hastor Foundation are visible. Be thirsty 
for knowledge and follow your dreams. I told myself this same sentence at the beginning 
of university and my career. I can tell you from my own example that it proved to be right.

Prepared by: Hana Kolasević
Translated by: Edna Đuliman

ALUMNI OF THE 
MONTH
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Amila Gvozden, Enida Ugarak, and Esmir 
Karašin volunteer with high school and 
elementary school students from Bugojno. 
This month, our three dedicated mentors will 
introduce us to their world of volunteering 
and show us how they motivate and 
encourage younger scholarship recipients 
to do good deeds. Amila points out that it’s 
not easy to make volunteering interesting for 
all younger scholarship recipients; however, 
since its inception, the Hastor Foundation has 
promoted volunteer engagement and helping 
others and strives to teach every scholarship 
recipient these values.

To present the activities of this group in the 
best light, we’ll start the story with a few words 
from Nihad Mekić, our scholarship recipient 
and a member of the volunteer group from 
Bugojno:

Nihad also mentions that, at the end of the 
meeting, they did exercises and held a 
brief discussion about the importance of 
physical activity for both mental and physical 
health, which further showed him that even 
seemingly ordinary topics can be turned into 
something fun. Field volunteering in mentor 
groups is a special and challenging activity 
where students have the opportunity to gain 
new experiences, help their community, 
and perhaps even start something similar 
themselves tomorrow.

This month, our mentor group from Bugojno 
decided to clean schoolyards and parks in the 
local community before the start of the new 
school year. As the mentors point out, this 
raises awareness among younger scholarship 
recipients and teaches them to become 
people who will protect their environment 
tomorrow because, as Leo Tolstoy said: One of 
the fi rst conditions of happiness is that the link 
between man and nature shall not be broken.

Every month older scholarship recipients of 
the Hastor Foundation have a very responsible 
and special task, perhaps the most special 
one, and that is volunteering with their 
younger counterparts. This task is not easy 
because our volunteers prepare meetings 
every month that are interesting and useful 
for the students, helping them prepare for 
what the future holds. In this month’s column, 
Little Stories of Great Volunteers, we bring you 
the inspiring story of the volunteer group 
from Bugojno.

LITTLE STORIES OF 
GREAT VOLUNTEERS

The Volunteer Group from Bugojno 

on a Noble Mission of Learning and 

Caring for the Community

Volunteering has been a great 
experience for me; I connect with other 
people while having fun at the same 
time. During one of our volunteering 
sessions, we discussed the topic of 
physical activity and how it aff ects our 
self-confi dence.
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We cleaned the yard around the school, and the mentors briefl y told us about recycling 
and its importance. I found it interesting because I learned some new things that are 
very important for us as young people. I look forward to every future meeting with our 
mentors, said Adela Kero, a scholarship recipient from the volunteer group in Bugojno.

The volunteering session was coming to an 
end, and thanks to the hardworking students, 
the waste was quickly disappearing. Soon, the 
schoolyard regained its original appearance, 
and the smiles on the students’ faces 
were bigger than ever. In addition to these 
activities, this team also mentioned that they 
use the end of each meeting to watch the 
Hastor Foundation podcast and then discuss 
the topic with the students. Amila, one of the 
dedicated mentors, shared a few words:

The importance of volunteering has been highlighted from the beginning of this article, as our 
great volunteers have shown how volunteering hours can be maximized with laughter, fun, 
and learning. The message from our volunteer group in Bugojno is to take every opportunity 
to volunteer because each opportunity brings new experiences and makes the world a better 
place to live.

Our eff orts and commitment, both 
in education and in life, will not go 
unnoticed. One of the ways we can be 
rewarded for our eff orts is through the 
fi nancial support we receive from the 
Hastor Foundation. Put in the eff ort 
and join the large group of young 
volunteers that the Hastor Foundation 
brings together year after year!

Prepared by: Aida Suljić
Translate by: Zerina Kosovac

LITTLE STORIES OF 
GREAT VOLUNTEERS
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Golden Roses
A thousand golden roses

Strewn at the threshold of a closed soul
Worth as much as dry soil
During hot August drought.

Neither do they smell nor give anything
Just stand so beautiful 

Worthy to someone, worth their weight in gold
Yet to someone they are less than a penny.

But a droplet of water, fresh, desired,
Makes your body feel like it’s fl uttering

In ecstasy again, in strength
A droplet to be cared for.

More worthy
Than all the golden roses
Than that illusory riches

That someone lied me about
Would bring me happiness.

And who has seen beauty greater
During August heat a proud droplet

Like a signpost to a waterfall.

Nikolina Stanar
Translated by: Sara Kuduzović


