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I am very thankful and happy that | got the opportunity to represent my country at such
a prestigious competition and, of course, show my knowledge and learn something new.
Everything that | have learned at the Hastor Foundation has surely been with me throughout
the entire competition: be and remain a good person and friend, no matter where | am. In the
far Athens | took pride in being a member of such a big family and my mentors having playing
a huge role in all of this. Thanks to the meetings with them | have slowly started to realize
that there is no giving up, only a lack of ambitions. Ambitions are actually what makes me a
good person.

To achieve the desired result, Asmira had /
been preparing for the competition during
her summer vacations - the time of the year
students look most forward to. While her
peers were resting and spending their time
with their loved ones, Asmira dedicated
herself to robotics, together with her team.
That is a sign that it is not enough to wish for
something, but that we have to do everything
in our power to achieve it, too. We often have to
sacrifice even that most valuable to us, which
was spending time with our loved ones in this
case, in order to achieve what we strive for.
Everything is worthwhile in the end, though.
Asmira believes that no effort is wasted and

that it is only important to move forward. N
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/ \ Everyone's effortandwork willbe recognized.
Every effort invested in something will
return with even a greater reward. Nothing
is wasted.

At the end of our interview, Asmira pointed
out how the meetings-workshops, that
she had carried out with other scholarship
recipients at the Hastor Foundation, have
helped her perfect her communication
skills, which made a great difference at the
competition. Thanks to those skills, on her
return from Athens Asmira was interviewed
by various TV stations. By the same token,
Asmira's skills contributed to her meeting
new people. That is how she, at only 17 years
old, has managed to make friendships from
all around the world - something that the
Hastor Foundation is especially proud of.
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From student desk to researcher
at the Institute for Artificial
Intelligence - Amar Halilovic¢

Our alumni are the best example of the
reflection of the mission and vision of
the Hastor Foundation on its scholarship
recipients, as they demonstrate through
their actions, both privately and socially,
that hard work, learning, and effort can lead
to great results. Amar Halilovi¢ is one of
our alumni whom we speak of with special
pride because the traces of his knowledge
and valuable dedication through volunteer
work are still noticeable today, even though
he is no longer a scholarship recipient of
the Hastor Foundation. Therefore, we are
pleased to present his story and volunteer
Jjourney in this edition of our newsletter.

Amar Halilovic originally from Sarajevo,
completed his bachelor's and master's
studies at the Department of Automation
and Electronics, the Faculty of Electrical
Engineering, University of Sarajevo. He
continued his education with a master's
degree at the Department of Intelligent

Embedded Systems, Malardalen University
in Vasteras, Sweden. Currently working
as a researcher and teaching assistant at
the Institute for Artificial Intelligence at
Ulm University in Ulm, Germany, Amar
emphasizes that his career is progressing in
the direction he has always dreamed of.

| chose this profession because | want to
worR in the field of robotics and artificial
intelligence, as robotics was probably the
most interesting topic | studied during
my education, and my goal is to obtain
a PhD in this area. The challenges of
my job include the constant need for
learning and improvement while working
on something that will eventually become
my doctoral dissertation. My current job
is truly interesting and challenging at the
same time, offering opportunities in terms
of travel and participation in international
conferences, where | have the chance to
meet various researchers and experts and
deepen my knowledge.
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Amar became a scholarship recipient of
the Hastor Foundation in his second year
of university, and even then, he showed a
strong inclination towards volunteer work,
primarily mentoring a group of children from
the Vogosca and lIlijas areas. He particularly
emphasizes that this volunteer time helped
him socialize more and empathize with
students facing different life challenges,
allowing him to assist them as much as
possible through monthly meetings. Amar
alsovolunteered withinthe IT team, where he
had the opportunity to apply the knowledge
he gained at university, which, as he himself
points out, significantly contributed to his
personal growth and education.

Volunteering in the IT team allowed me to
directly apply my knowledge by organizing
the website and the system for processing
new scholarship applications. | can
confidently say that | see this, in a way, as
one of my first professional experiences
where | gained not only new knowledge
and experience, but also became a link in
the chain of helping scholarship recipients
apply for their scholarships and change
their futures.
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As we pointed out at the beginning, Amar
embodied the positive values promoted by
the Hastor Foundation even as a scholarship
recipient, and he has continued to do so as
an alumnus, as he still occasionally dedicates
his very limited free time to volunteer and
socially beneficial work. We believe that
many successes await Amar, and we look
forward to speaking of them with pride, just
as we have in this article.

In our good tradition, Amar sent a message
to our scholarship recipients at the end:

Dear scholarship recipients, every step
in your education brings challenges, but
also unique opportunities for progress.
Although it may often seem like you are
facing impossible tasks, trust the process
and your knowledge that you build on
every day. A scholarship is a recognition
of your effort and potential, but also an
opportunity to improve your professional
and social skills. Stay open to new ideas,
learn from mentors and peers, and don't
forget to enjoy the small successes on
your journey. Always remember that your
contribution is important and valuable.
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Small steps towards a big change -

students’ participating in celebration
of Pink October

Through their volunteering, our scholarship
recipients always strive to mark all that is
significant: helping others and reminding
them of human values that must not be
forgotten. In this regard, and

decided with their
volunteer groups to mark Pink Octoberwith a
series of various activities. Pink October, also
known as Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
is celebrated every year around the world,
and the group of scholarship recipients
whose story we present in this month's Small
Stories of Great Volunteers' section decided
to dedicate their October volunteering to
this very topic.

During this month, organizations implement
various campaigns to raise awareness about
breast cancer, the importance of early
detection and the availability of diagnostic
examinations. The Small Stories of Great
Volunteers section is in charge this month
of introducing the inspiring works of the
previously mentioned mentors and, perhaps,
encouraging someone to do something
similar.
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Elma and Dzeraldina come from Busovaca.
Their volunteer hours take place in
BusovaCca or Kacun, depending on the
availability of premises. They volunteer with
two groups of studentsNelementary and
high school students. However, due to the
big age difference, it is not one group, but
volunteering for both takes place separately.
This month's activities were decided to be
adapted to the celebration of Pink October,
as was pointed out in the introduction itself.

They complemented their volunteering with
high school students by making ribbons
and, in addition, organized a peaceful walk
as a symbol of support for women suffering
from breast cancer. This walk provided an
opportunity for them to come together,
show solidarity and reinforce the message
about the importance of early detection and
prevention of the disease. These two hard-
working girls point out that the activities are
organized with the aim of raising awareness
about this serious topic, but also to make the
students feel part of the global fight against
the disease that affects many women in the
world.

Our scholarship recipient Eldin  Ramic
emphasized the importance of raising
awareness about this topic:
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Unfortunately, we are aware of people's
current perception and lack of knowledge
in the activities related to this month, and it
is precisely for this reason that the mentors
state that the elementary school students
approached the task with great enthusiasm.
The first part of the activity, as with the high
school students, was dedicated to making
recognizable pink ribbons, a symbol of the
fight against breast cancer. Using simple
materials, the students showed creativity

and precision, and each ribbon was made
with special care. Mentor Elma Karic told us:

In addition, they also worked on creating and
designing posters that would decorate the
school corridors. The posters carried strong
messages of support and emphasized the

'PINK OCTOBER

UPOZNAJ SVOJE TIJELO, ZASTITI SVOJE ZDRAVLJE!

Samopregled je prvi korak ka prevenciji.
Edukuj se, pregledaj se!

DZERALDINA BULJINA
ELMA KARIC MERDAN
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importance of regular examinations and
compassion for the sick. Amila Brki¢, one of
the younger scholarship recipients, shared
her experience:

During the activity, students expressed how
grateful they were to have the opportunity
to participate in this form of volunteering,
emphasizing the importance of this topic.
Anida Srebrenica, a first-year student at
Busovaca High School, highlighted the
significance of this topic for society as a whole.

Unfortunately, there have been no similar
projects dedicated to this topic in their
school so far, and they happily accepted the
opportunity to contribute to its celebration.
When the volunteering was over, the peaceful
walk and all the other activities were still on
their minds. Our mentors were also proud of
their, as they say, golden students because
they noticed that working on such a project
left a deep mark on everyone. The students
showed incredible interest and creativity, and
their commitment to this topic only added to
the beauty of the entire volunteer experience.
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The Dance of the End of Indian Summer

Sunday quietness
Through an ajar door
Enters a shadow of the passing day.
Photons of light.
An undrunk coffee cup
A stain on the newspaper,

A Sunday not reaching the eyes.
At the table apple peels whispering,
A bittersweet scent filling the air.
Fach step creaking through an empty home,
Passing through cold windows,

Between cracked mirrors
And dried dahlias in an old vase.

The doors locked,
But the key waits in a coat,
The objects whispering their words,
As if each of them within
Carries a bit of sun.

Semina Sadikovié

Translated by: Sara Kuduzovié
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How to become a donor?

If you would like to support the work of the Hastor Foundation, you
can make a donation to one of the following bank accounts:

ASA Banka d.d. Sarajevo:
1346101000825159
Raiffeisen Bank BH d.d. Sarajevo:
1610000055230065
Unicredit Bank d.d. Sarajevo:
3389002201775656
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